
Week 3: April 20 – April 26 

Think Critically About Business 
DIRECTIONS: USE CENGAGE AND ANY PREVIOUS MATERIAL TO GUIDE YOU TO ANSWERING 
THE QUESTIONS. SUBMIT VIA EMAIL OR ON MICROSOFT TEAMS.  

1. What are some natural resources that you use every day? Which of those natural 
resources need to be protected? What can you as an individual do to avoid using up 
nonrenewable resources? 

2. Safety is often a matter of individuals being careful about where they place things and how 
they conduct their own business. Name some ways in which you and others can help make a 
workplace safe. 

3. What does the term “discrimination” mean to you? What examples of discrimination in the 
workplace are you aware of? 

4. Why do you think employers are willing to spend money to help employees improve their 
general health? Be specific about how a company might benefit. 

5. Make a list of public utilities that serve your community. What services do they provide? 
Do you think it would be better for these services to be offered by several competing 
businesses? Explain your answer. 

6. Here is a list of some of the public services provided by government. For each item, tell 
whether the federal, state, or local government would most likely have the responsibility for 
the service. (Some services may be provided by more than one level of government.) 

• Fire protection 
• Education 
• Parks and recreation 
• Water supply 
• Highways between cities 
• Assistance to low-income families 
• Sewage and trash disposal 
• Public buses 
• Police protection 
• Public libraries 
• Street maintenance 
• National defense 

7. Each day people enter into many contracts, both written and unwritten. 

• Give examples of contracts between a consumer and a business, between two 
businesses, and between a worker and a business. 

• What services does government provide to enforce contracts? 
8. Two students are discussing the topic “Government Is Our Biggest Business.” Dan believes 
that some government activities are in direct competition with private businesses. He thinks 
that this is unfair. He believes that government should limit its activities to those that private 
businesses cannot or will not take on. Brian thinks that government should undertake any 
business activities that it can perform better or at a lower cost than private business. What 



do you think? Give some examples of business activities undertaken by both private 
businesses and by government. 

9. Why do you suppose government raises revenue through bonds that create debt and 
require interest payments when government could raise the revenue through an increase in 
taxes? 


